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SEEMON I. 



St. Matthew xi. 28, 

*^ Come unto Me, all ye that labour and a/re Tiea/oy laden, a/nd t 

toUl gvoe you rest/* 

EvEBT here and there in Holy Scripture^ we find 
sentences which stand out from the rest like stars in 
the deep blue vault of heaven, or like flowers of the 
field, arrayed in living beauty fresh from their Creator's 
hand, shining forth from amid the surrounding green- 
sward. Such sentences are often expressive of the 
very sum and substance of God's Gospel, as it is a 
message of mercy and loving-kindness to perishing 
human souls: And here, in the words of my text, we 
have an utterance of this very kind, from the lips of 
Him who was the chiefest Minister of the Eternal 
Father, in conveying that mercy, and in manifesting 
that loving-kindness, to His world. Precious words 
indeed are these, my brethren, m^ia^^ ^g^^^ss^ia* "^^s* 
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coming from Him who is a partaker with us, His mem- 
bers, in all our sorrows and in all our care. Words such 
as these should come to us like music in the night, sweet 
and soothing, as a veiy power of blessing to our souLel 

If then, dear brethren, these words are so precious, if 
they have such a claim on our respect, let us now, from 
love to God, from anxiety for our own spiritual wel&re, 
endeavour so to lay them to hearty so to meditate upon 
them, so to receive them at once into our understand- 
ings and our affections, that they may not have come 
to us in vain ; but may rather, by Gk)d's blessing, be 
effectual towards an increase in us of love to that 
gracious Saviour, who thus lovingly calls us to Himself. 

Now, first, you must fully understand that these 
words of the text are a gracious and loving invitation. 
And herein is a great truth for you all. It is '^ Gome^* 
not " Go " — the call'of on^ who loves you ; not the order 
of your tyrant, who cares for nothing but being obeyed. 
Bather does it come from your best and truest Friend ; 
a truer Friend than father or mother, wife or child. 
These may forsake you ; these may even deal with you 
felsely, and selfishly make your interest give way to 
their own. But this Friend never^ He' cannot deal 
falsely, for He is the Truth. There is no selfishness in 
Him ; for to save you, and to bless you, each mother's 
child of you. He was content to give up all— even His 
very life. 

Now, just think for one moment, how you would feel 



towards a man who, at the very risk of his own life, 
had saved yours. Suppose you had been drownings 
just at your last gasp, sinking for the last time, never 
again to rise ; and that just then, this man, thinking 
of nothing but your safety, willing to die rather than 
make no attempt to save you, should throw himself into 
the raging waves and bring you safe to land* Then 
how would you delight to honour that deliverer of 
yours! How would you think that gratitude all too 
little, which would refuse to do anything in reason, 
which he might ask of you ! How unkind would be 
your conduct if you should ever doubt the well mean- 
ing of one who had done so much for you, to whom, 
under God, you owed your very life I And will you, 
can you, think less highly of this Divine Friend, this 
true Saviour of your soul, who has not only risked His 
life, but has &eely laid it down; who has not delivered 
you from temporal death (staved off for a tiDie an 
inevitable necessity), but has done and suffered, that 
you might not fidl a prey to death eternal, the death of 
your soul, formed as it is in God's own image 9 

And I freely tell you, that until you understand some* 
wJiat of this wonderful love of Christ, you will not be 
so much as able to listen, with good effect, to this His 
gracious invitation, for it will come to you like the 
words of a strange tongue, mere sounds m the air« 
empty soundci, and nothing in the world besides! I 
know that this is more or less hard to you^ I ks^fs^ 
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that sight and hearing, ^nd sense altogether, have 
naturally more of a hold upon you than this, which 
requires you to believe that which you do not and can- 
not see with your eyes, but only by fiaith ; to hearken 
to a voice speaking, not to your ears, but your heart. 
It may be that the Christ in whom you believe (or 
shall I say, about whom you have a notion ?) is not a 
present Christ, but one that is far off; not a living, 
working Christ, but one who was long ago dead and 
buried, yes, who is dead and buried still for ycm. And 
if this be your case, I will not wonder if " Come unto 
Me " sounds strangely in your ears, if you begin to 
question, with Nicodemus, " Howl — ^how shall I come? 
— can it be a possible thing for me to come at all 1" 

K any of you, my dear brethren, within hearing of 
this gracious call, begin to doubt and question thus 
with yourselves, it is for want of faith, which comes as 
the gift of God, an opening of the eyes to the spiritually 
blind, an unstopping of the ears to the spiritually deaf 
But let there be any real faith in your hearts, and you 
will hear this voice of the Good Shepherd who knows 
His sheep, and is known of them. The words will 
be sweet to you as the voice of your best Friend, 
come to bid you to a feast, where you may enjoy His 
company, and commune with Him to your heart's 
content. 

So far then, my brethren, one and all of you, mark 
this : it is your Friend who calls you lovingly to Him- 
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self^ making no exception, for He says, ^'Come unto Me, 
ALL that labour and are heavy laden." And wbo are 
these ? Is it not as if He would call those who are 
oppressed, weighed down, with toils and heavy burdens 
which they find it hard indeed to bear ? We may well 
suppose that here the " labour *' means human trouble, 
and the ''burden'' human sin. Le£ us be bold to 
interpret the words thus. 

And now, I must speak to you of trouble. And here 
I will not entertain you with bare truisms such as that 
we are all '* bom to trouble," or that we " cannot escape 
it," and so fortL Bather, my brother, let me speak to 
you of your own trouble. Do not cast your eyes round 
upon others in this church to-day, nor try to find out 
what is their* trouble, their special woe. Think now 
only of your own. Let it be as if there were none by 
you or near, as if you were entirely alone with your 
God. This may not be pleasant ; you may desire to 
put such thoughts fiar away, to forget your trouble if 
it be even now pressing on you, to think of something 
else, anything rather than thi& Yet think of it ! Call 
it up before your mind's eye ! Look at it in all its 
height, depth, length, and breadth ; take its measure ! 
Weep at the thought of it, if you will, but do not 
refrain from gazing upon it ! Believe me, it is good for 
you ; doubly good now, if you are still troubled, if your 
trouble has not yet spent its force, but rankles like 
poison in a wound, and well-nigh drives yo\i tQ dft^^t^. 
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I care not what your trouble is, it is all one. .You may 
have lost the desire of your eyes, the priceless jewel 
of your heart. You may have evil returned for your 
well-doing, cursing for your blessing, hatred for your 
good will ; or your good may be evil spoken o^ or some 
infirmity of mind or body may be your daily trial, 
your daily cross; or the world may have gone ill 
with you, your path in life may be clouded over, and 
ill-fortune may be settling down upon you like some 
thick, dank mist, growing thicker and thicker, shutting 
out more and more of the light which would gladden 
you* It is all one. You have your share of sorrow, and 
there is One other who will share it with you, if only 
you will hearken to His voice of love. 

I know, my brother, that when great troubles come 
upon you, when they are like waves and storms going 
over you, that then you will be tempted to despair. 
Then the devil will bid for you, and offer you his 
remedy (as to Job of old), " Curse God and die." Or 
the world will seek to draw you away, that you may 
drown your sorrow in its vanities, and soothe your 
wounded spirit with its &ding pomp& Or the flesh 
will entice you, bidding you rush madly into the gra- 
tification of sinful lusts, that you may escape from 
yourself, and press your sorrow down. But oh I my 
brother in the Eedeemer, sharer in His calling and 
His love, baptized into His name of power ! when this 
trial comes upon you like a snare, when you are thus 
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cast down in spirit, when bitt^ things are written 
against you, and no ray of light seems to pierce the 
thick darkness which is around you on every side, then, 
I pray you, hearken with all your soul, with all your 
best attention, to this voice of mercy and compassion. 
Refuse the devil's call — ^you have renounced him long 
ago ! Turn a deaf ear to the world's deceitful blandish- 
ments, fly from the allurements of the flesh 1 Turn 
to this Friend who " sticketh closer than a brother I" 
Hide beneath the " shadow of this great rock*' in the 
weary, desert land, through which your journey lies ! 

Once again, I must speak not only to those who are 
troubled, but to those who are heavy laden — ^with sin's 
load. And here I am sure that none of you can hold 
himself altogether excused from listening. '^ If we 
say," says St. John, ^'that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us." To be a Chris- 
tian, does not by any means, signify the being without 
sin. In many things we offend all ; there is no one of 
us so free from infirmity, so clear of temptation, as 
to be able to say, that he is quite blameless in this 
thing. And it is quite certain, that those to whom 
we might point as to the holiest and best of men, are 
most deeply sensible of this ; such are used to inquire 
into their own lives, to take some strict account of them- 
selves, to ^' judge themselves, that they be not judged 
of the Lord." Still more does this word, concerning 
the burden of siuj apply to those who are not thus 
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careful, in whom no true deep repentance has been 
"wrought when it was needed, or who, having repented^ 
and turned to God from sin, have been as backsliders from 
the way of life, have returned like washed sows to their 
wallowing in the mire. Now you, my brother, are one 
of these two. You are either a true man in Christ, 
sinful indeed, tried and tempted, yet struggling in God's 
grace against sin; or you are still an unawakened, 
slumbering sinner, at your ease, and careless beneath 
your burden. 

And here a word for this latter class of men. You 
are the servants of sin, doing sin's work, taking sin's 
wages. Do you know and feel that you are groaning 
even now beneath a burden ? You may not know it — 
sad this, but true ! Your case may be like that of one 
bom in slavery, who has never known a better lot from 
his birth, has taken things just as they came, has had no 
yearnings after freedom, because freedom was a thing 
unknown. Such a case as this is barely possible, even 
in this world of sense. It is only too dark a reality in 
that world which is peopled by spirits; your spirits, 
my brethren, among the number. And yet, believe 
me, the Truth — the real personal Truth, Jesus Christ 
Himself — was manifested to make you free, to take away 
your load, and lay upon you an easy yoke, with a 
burden which is light indeed beside that of sin which 
you are well content to bear about with you day by 
day. It is not for me to say, as I look you all in the 
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^ce to-day, which of you are such that my words just 
fit your case. I see your &ces, but the 'All-seeing 
reads your hearts. You are even now gathered in the 
presence of a Judge, who knows you all, who needed 
no witness to testify about you, for He " knoweth what 
is in man," and so need not be told concerning him. 

But I am free' to tell you, that if any one known and 
unrepented sin has dominion over you ; if you are 
always giying way to it, never striving, by the grace of 
God, to make head against it, your burden is heavy 
indeed. Are you, my brother, in malice or envyl 
are you a liar, a thief, a perjured person 1 are you a 
mammon-worshipper ? or are you at the mercy of any 
besetting sin whatsoever ? Then believe me, as your 
friend, you will do well to listen to this voice of mercy, 
" Come unto Me." You will do well to come in true 
repentance for your sin, confessing, that is, owning it 
before God, conceiving a deep and godly sorrow for it, 
and making from the very bottom of your hearty as 
God Himself shall enable you, some deep earnest reso- 
lution against it. 

Tell me not that sin is pleasant. Say not with your- 
self in deadly self-deceit, " Yet a little longer let me 
sin, and then make my peace with God ! " How can 
you tell that God will wait your time ? Or how, for 
very shame, can you, a man — you for whom the pre- 
cious blood was poured out on Calvary, you for whom 
Christ died, thus set aside the offers of one who «.^^(^Ak& 
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to you in love, speaks as your truest Friend! Oh, 
beware lest sin should grow upon you, and deepen, till 
you are so enmeshed within its toils, that the voice of 
mercy comes to you in vain, and there remain nothing 
but a looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, a 
** worm that dieth not " within your heart, and a '* fire 
that is not quenched" raging around you 1 

And now, a word to you, my brethren, who know 
that sin is a burden, who come again and again into 
God's nearer presence at His table, confbssing your past 
sins, owning them a burden intolerable, which you are 
not content to bear, if you can by any means be well 
rid of it. You, my dear brethren in Christ, who are in 
real earnest, you who love Christ better than sin, and 
in His grace strive against it day by day, have need to 
remember that sin is a burden indeed. You have all 
the more need, just because you are awakened, lest 
haply you faint by the way, or shotdd be too well 
contented to stand still upon your road, or think you 
have attained a place of rest. This cannot be, while 
you are yet in the flesh, and compassed with infirmi- 
ties. Be never so good a soldier, if you are found 
sleeping on your post, the enemy will get a deadly 
advantage over you. Be never so good a gardener, 
if you take no care to pull up your weeds, they 
will grow upon you, and get the better of you. I 
think that one great opportunity of the Evil Spirit is 
when a Christian man, freshly awakened to a sense of 
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sin, roused and inspired to a new life, becomes weary in 
well-doing, and begins to &11 away. You need^ we all 
need, to be continually coming to Christ for pardon, 
and for peace. It is not in Baptism alone that we 
*^ die to sin, and rise again to righteousness." We are 
once regenerate, but we need daily renewal by the in- 
dwelling power of the Spirit of Christ. It is not that 
we are to be continually laying again the foundation in 
turning from our dead works to serve the living God, 
but that we are to be ever making progress, conquering 
our spiritual Canaan little by little. And this needs 
the continual sense of sin of which I spoke — ^that peni- 
tential temper with regard to sin which becomes a 
Christian man, even when he is pardoned, cleansed, and 
raised out of his sins, to sit with Christ in heavenly 
places. It is not once then, but ever and again, that 
we should be listening to this gracious call, and coming 
to Christ in faith and true repentance. He stands ever 
waiting to receive us. The virtue of His cross is an 
abiding virtue; we may cast burden after burden there, 
and be relieved from each in turn. For here, I think, 
is a spiritual snare. Men are only too apt to think 
that they have only one chance, as it were, with God. 
They limit His mercy, and shut it within the narrowest 
bounds. They look upon God as a Tyrant, not a 
Father ; upon Christ the Lord as a harsh, strict Judge, 
not as a High Priest who can have compassion upon the 
ignorant ; upon the blessed Spirit as one who Ilea ixL^v^a^ 
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for them, not as the Consoler and prevailing Advocate 
pf God's saints, making intercession with groanings 
which cannot be uttered ; a fellow-worker with the 
Father and the Son in that " plan of salvation" which, 
in its every part, is the manifestation of Almighty Love. 

Think not, dear brethren, that God's promises of 
grace are so poor and feeble, that their force is soon 
spent, their life extinguished, like some taper which 
cannot abide the blast. His mercy is greater, far 
greater, than our sins. Let those sins be black as 
night, heavy as the load of ten thousand worlds, the 
grace of God our loving Father, of Christ our merciful 
Redeemer, of the Holy Spirit our blessed Sanctifier, is 
greater stilL This can turn our night to day, and ease 
our heavy load. 

Only we must obey the call ; mark this, dear bre- 
thren, one and all ! Drowning men, when a rope is 
cast to them, throw out their hands to grasp it ; they 
will even '* catch at straws.'* And you too must obey 
this call of love and mercy, if ever it is to do you good. 
It is, " Corned It is not, " Sit still in careless indif- 
ference." True, the blessing is freely oflFered you, there 
is no money to be paid for it ; yet you must be ready 
to do your part also. If Christ says, ** Coww,** you 
must not be content to sit still, unconcerned and care- 
less about it ! 

And now, in conclusion, I will tell you what is 
this GREAT BLESSING here offered to your acceptance. 
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" I will give you rest," says the Redeemer. Here is a 
promise worthy of all acceptation. Go and tell poor 
slaves that work in mines, that their day of freedom 
and repose is near at hand, when they shall be delivered 
from this their bondage — ^go and tell some poor 
sufferer npon a bed of pain which racks him, and well 
nigh wears his life away, that his misery will soon be 
over, and that peace will visit him once again — wotdd 
not either of these listen to your words as to a very 
gospel — ^real good news 1 And so here, Christ the 
Lord promises His. rest The winds may be howling 
round you, the waves may threaten to swallow you 
up. Only look "unto Jesus" and He shall appear 
walking on the waves and calming them to rest — 
"Peace, be still " — His word of power, and speedily you 
shall reach the haven where you would be. Or at the 
least you shall possess inward peace amid outward 
woes — peace of conscience, peace with God, sure rest 
in Him. 

We may not promise you freedom from trouble in 
this life of yours; but we may, with all confidence, 
advise you to listen to the Saviour's voice, and tell you 
that if there is rest for you anywhere it is surely in 
Him and in His love. Where, indeed, shall you fly in 
your hour of need, but to the living God 1 Whom have 
you in heaven but Him ? Whom upon earth can you 
desire in comparison with Him 1 

And not only from trouble, but from sin no loiee^ 
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shaU you find rest. Believing in ChriBt the righteonsy 
you will rise above your sins. Abiding in Him, loving 
Him, keeping His commandments, you will be enabled 
to conquer sin and will get the better of it. Tou will 
find rest from your burden, for you will have taken 
Christ's easy yoke, and His service which is perfect 
freedom, inasmuch as it is the service of love, not of 
servile fear — communion, fellowship with One in your 
nature, who sorrows in your trouble, and rejoices in 
your joy. And so you may come to Him, may seek 
after and find Him, in perfect trust that He will not 
cast you out, nor turn a deaf ear to your faithful, 
humble, earnest prayers. 

Dear brethren, do you come to Him ? Are there 
times in joxa lives when you feel His love the more 
drawing you ? His Spirit speaking more plainly ) 
when good desires are raised up in you ? Does Christ 
your Lord thus visit you, and speak to you in mercy ) 
Then, I pray you well, hearken unto Him. Let it be 
with you as with holy Samuel, " Speak, Lord, for Thy 
servant heareth." Hear, but to love and to obey ! 
And, oh, beware of one thing. Be well assured of this 
-*-that if it be the way of peace and blessedness, to 
hearken unto Christ, and to obey His call of love ; it is 
no less the road of misery and of unrest, to turn a deaf 
ear when His voice is heard. Opportunities of turning 
from sin, wasted and abused, ever lead to a more fearful 
down&lL Jerusalem, the holy city, the very seat of 
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God's preseDce, where His temple was built on high, 
rejected, refused her Saviour when He came — cast 
Him out like clay in the streets. He would have 
gathered her children, and would have enfolded them 
all within the embraces of His love, but she would not. 
She knew not the time of her visitation* And soon 
the Lord's wrath was revealed from heaven against 
her. Jerusalem the apostate fell, and the plough 
passed over her ruins ; people, temple, all fell in one 
general desolation. Oh, then, take warning! refuse 
not Christ's call ! Come unto Him with your troubles 
— He will welcome you ! Come with your sins — He 
will relieve you, and in Him you shall find rest ! 



B^ 



SERMON II. 



St. John in. 16. 

" God 86 loved the world, that He gave His only-hegotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him thovld not perish, biU have everlast- 
ing lifer 

The chapter from which these words of my text are 
taken is one of the most wonderful in the whole Bible. 
In it we have related the conversation between Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews, and our blessed Saviour. 
Our Lord took the opportunity thus given Him — when 
Nicodemus had now come to confess Him as a teacher 
sent of God — to set forth the great leading truths of 
His Gospel of peace and love. And just at the point at 
which our text occurs, the discourse seems to reach its 
climax. Thii is the one great truth round which all 
the rest are gathered. This is like the sun of a system ; 
like our own sun, which shines on us day by day, about 
which all the planets of his train revolve, owning him 
as their centre, drawing from his influence upon them 
ih& very form and manner of their orbits ; warmed by 
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his heat, gladdened by his radiant light. And so here, 
if I were asked, What is the one great truth which this 
whole discourse of our blessed Saviour with Nicpde- 
mus ought to leave graven on our minds when we have 
heard it? I should say, without hesitation for one 
moment, that the words of my text, with those which 
go before and follow them more immediately, express 
that truth to the full The Son of Man is to be lifted 
up, even as was the serpent in the wilderness by Moses, 
that as all who looked upon it were healed of their 
plague, even so now, those who would believe in the 
Son of Man should not perish, but have eternal life. 
And why, but for this great reason, the love of God to 
His world, giving this Son of Man, who was also His 
own Son, for this very end, that all believers in Him 
should have everlasting life 1 " For," says our blessed 
Lord again, " God sent not His Sou into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved." Such is the general scope of our 
Saviour's words on this particular branch of His subject. 

It is for us, however, now to regard more especially 
the words of the text, keeping in mind those which go 
before and which follow them, as I have just shown you. 

And may the good Lord of our spirits so iiispire us 
at this hour, that seeing we may perceive, and hearing 
this His voice, we may indeed understand and lay it to 
heart 

" God so loved thb would '* — ^here is the first trwlk 
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which calls for our earnest attention in considering 
these words. It is love; and it is GocPs love ; it is 
love for His world. Now I will not try to limit 
exactly the meaning of the expression here used — 
" the world." I will, however, believe that Christ our 
Lord is not using here words of art, such as it needs 
a scholar to take in and understand. I will rather 
think, and have you, my brethren, think, that His 
words will bear just that plain, honest sense which 
would belong to them in the minds of plain men who 
mean what they say themselves, and look for like 
plainness of dealing in others. And so I am warranted 
in believing, that the world here spoken of means 
mankind at large. It may mean more, much more ; of 
that I know nothing. Speaking as a man to men, as 
a human soul to human souls, that is all which con- 
cerns me now. And yet what a view of Almighty 
loving-kindness is here opened out to us ! How are 
these few words like some powerful charm, driving 
away what is dark and evil with a touch, shedding the 
brightness of day around, as a very power of light and 
blessing ! For many who look round upon the world 
of men as it is, and try to take the measure of it, to 
say whether on the whole it be good or evil, judging 
it simply and plainly, resorting to no vain pretence, 
judging themselves quite as severely as the rest ; men 
whose hearts are touched, who are awake to the power 
of good, deeply sensible of the curse which follows close 
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upon evil-doing, — ^many such would be inclined to 
think that it is a lost and rained world altogether, 
taken as a whole; that the proportion of good and 
blessing in it is just nothing to set over against the 
bad. And they are led — deep anxiety, their very 
sseal for God leads them to ask, sometimes, in sore 
doubt and fear. How is this f whence comes it ? How 
can it be that in the world of Him who is all-holy, there 
is so much that is unholy ? — in the creation of Him 
who is altogether pure and good, there is so much that 
is defiled and evil f And I do not say but that the 
busy wit of man has cast about in many ways for an 
answer to these perplexing questions, and has untied 
the knot, or rather untied it by catting it, over and 
over again. Into these paths of speculation I do not 
wish to follow. I would rather lay to heart this great 
declaration of Christ — the declaration, mind you, of 
Him in whom we believe as '' the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life ^ — that Qod the Almighty, whom He ever spoke 
of as His Father, to whom He taught His disciples to 
pray as to their Father, looked upon His world, into 
which the curse had entered, with love. Tes, and 
nothing shall hinder me from believing that as He 
changeth not, but is evermore the same, this is as 
much a truth for you and for me at this hour, as it 
was for Nicodemus, or the disciples, or the Jews, now 
eighteen centuries ago. 

Let us, then, believe with an entire &ith.^ tW^ ^Sc^ 
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mind of God towards the world of men, and so towards* 
each one of ourselves, is simply love ; that which in a 
man we know as the most thorough-going, the very 
deepest affection of his heart, imder the leading of 
which he will do and will dare what else were quite 
beyond his power, — ^will become a worker of miracles 
in some measure, as rising above the common level in 
his doings. And in so far as man in his spiritual part 
is formed in God's image, we may not doubt that there 
is some real likeness to a man's love in that love of 
God the Eternal Father, with which we are here and 
now concerned. We may compare the two, always 
remembering, however, that God*s love is not like 
human love, in so fiir as it is not frail, fickle, feeble, 
blind, often fixed on wrong objects, or in a wrong way. 
And so we may know the better that God's love is not 
a mere "good-will," — that sort of well-meaning disposi- 
tion which among men just lets things take very much 
their own course, without in any way reproving what 
is wrong. The love of God is far more real and true ; 
it is far more than mere " good-natured easiness," for 
it is deeper, higher, wider, more entirely perfect and 
active. To that love we owe the great gift of God's 
own Son, the ransom for our souls, the holy example of 
the Lord of our spirits. His prevailing intercession, the 
sending of the blessed Comforter, — all most real and 
substantial blessings to those who krmo their value. ; 
^ I must now follow the leading of my text a st;ep 
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farther, and point out how God loved His world ; with 
what a measure. He gave His only-begotten, well- 
beloved Son, and He gave Him freely, Mark these 
two points I They make much for your spiritual 
edification, for your building up in the ^th of Christ, 
You very well know how truly you all value gift&. 
You who work for your weekly wage know well that 
when you take that wage at your master's hands, you 
think you have only got your due. There is no further 
tie of gratitude and obligation between you, at least as 
regards your mere work. You have your money, your 
employers have the fruits of your toil impressed upon 
their fields. It is a simple bargain on either side, no 
more. But you feel very diflferently, if ever youp 
master or any one else " goes out of his way " to do 
you good, and makes you a free gift — a present — ; 
asking for none of your labour in return. From that 
moment there is a new tie between you ; it is not mere 
'' give and take " in equal shares on either side, and no 
balance left. A claim is made now upon your grati-* 
tude, your love, your kindly feeling towards the person 
who made you this free gift And you would feel that 
if it were not so, if you turned in dogged indifiference 
from one who was freely and graciously good to you, 
you were but half a man ! 

Let this thought help you to understand the mean- 
ing of these worda— '* God gave His Son." I fear these 
great truths are sp much *' matters of course " to uei>^ 
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that we shall do well to throw all the light upon them 
which can he gained from any source, however humble 
it may be. Especially tnay this thought; by God's 
Idessing, be effectual to the raising up in us of those 
deep heart-felt affections towards God, which, as be- 
tween man and man, we call gratitude and thankful- 
ness. And surely the gift is well worth all the gra-^ 
titude, all the thanks, all the praise, which we can 
render. We have a moving picture of it in that old 
0tory of Abraham offering up Isaac, who was in a very 
specisd sense his only-begotten and well-beloved son, 
the heir of his house, and child of Divine promise. 
Think of that now aged fiekther, strong in £uth and 
duty, taking his way to the place which God would 
show him. Think not for one moment that he was 
devoid of all human feeling, — ^that he was made of stuff 
stem enough, and hard enough, for him to plunge that 
knife into his son, without a pang of faettherly regret. 
He was a man; and although £siith was the master- 
power within him, one cannot doubt that it was a real 
trial to him, thus to follow God's call with perfect 
obedience. Or even supposing he had schooled him- 
self to subdue and keep imder all human feeling, yet 
is that act of his a great scene. Make what allowances 
you will, it is a &ther freely giving up that which, by 
the very instincts of his heart, must be very dear to 
him. And this may help us, in some measure, to 
realize how great^ how infinite in value, is God's gift 



27 

in His Son Jesus Christ. Yet while this story of 
Abraham may help us so (ax, it fiEJls in &ot flax short 
of the reality. Abraham's faith was indeed sorely 
tried, but relief came to him, and he received his son 
back again, '^ as in a figure," from the dead. But the 
love of Gk>d in Christ knew no such limit ; it was 
manifested to the very uttermost. Not only did the 
Eternal Son, of one substance with the Father, God of 
God, Light of Light, True God of True God, stoop from 
His throne of power, to take upon Him our nature, and 
to bear about with Him the burden of man*s weakness 
in the body of His flesh ; but more — ^in that body He 
Buffered for us and for our salvation. Yea, He poured 
out His soul unto death for us. He was content to be 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, one from 
whom men would convey themselves when they saw 
Him, in whom was no beauty that they should desire 
Him, who was accounted a male£EU)tor, and huug upon 
an accursed gallows-tree. 

And there is no greater proof of Divine love and 
human love at once than this. Yea, ^'greater love 
hath no man than this, that he should lay down his 
life for his friends." Men have done this, over and 
over again, in times past; over and over again may men 
yet do the same. But the love of God in Christ shows 
larger, even by the side of such love of man for man as 
this. It is like some great wide-spreading ancient tree, 
beside some little herb springing up at its roots. For 
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it was while we were enemies that Christ died for us. 
It was while we, mankind, were without strength, that 
He suffered, to give it us. And herein is the love of 
God magnified — " We love Him because He first loved 
us," and sent His Son to be the " propitiation for our 
sins." We were wandering, like sheep going astray, 
when the Good Shepherd and Bishop of souls came 
forth to seek and to save us. 

Let us then, my brethren, learn to understand how 
great a gift, how precious an offering, God the Eternal 
Father has willed to make over to us His erring 
children. We value highly, we think much of, many 
and many an earthly gift. The ties of gratitude and 
&vour, as between man and man, do not soon or easily 
snap asimder. And shall we thus honour and esteem 
our fellow-sinners, while we keep back His due from 
our God and Saviour 1 Bather let us pray God that 
we may be enabled to realize what that love is, which 
gave the priceless gift of Christ, the surest evidence of 
that same Almighty love with which God encompasses 
His universe. 

And now we understand, that God the Eternal 
Father has indeed given His Son for the world ; but 
for why 1 for what end 1 Here is your answer : " That 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." Here we pass from God's part 
to man's. We have remarked God's infinite mercy,— 
now we must regatrd the return which He may well 
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require at the hands of the objects of that mercy. And 
here it might seem, at first sight, as if we were drawing 
an exception to the great, wide rule of love, which has 
been already laid down» God indeed loves all, and has 
set forth a gift for aU ; but here is a condition which 
will confine that lovd, as it were, and set a bar in the 
way of that gift being received. And yet this way of 
dealing on God's part, is just that to which we make 
up our minds, to which we all agree as the plainest 
and most natural thing, day by day. Who will deny 
that the known means of bodily health, such as light, 
heat, &esh air, exercise, wholesome food, and so on, 
are meant on the very face of them as a blessing from 
heaven for mankind ] But ■ then, you know, all wha 
would be healthy must not transgress, and as one may 
say, sin against, these conditions. Shut yourself up in 
continual darkness, instead of rejoicing in God's light; 
expose yourself to extremest cold without a covering ; 
breathe poisonous, tainted air; never exercise your 
natural powers and faculties ; starve yourself; and can 
you wonder if then bodily health becomes an impos- 
sibility to you 1 Who among you could hope for it 
while he followed such a line as this ? And you need 
not wonder if there are rules and conditions for your 
soul's health just as much as for the well-being of your 
body. Just as food, light, and such like, with be- 
haviour in accordance, serve your body, not one, but 
hoth, — so the gift of God, and your Mth in retoK\.^x£!»s^ 
aerve the turn of your ^\]\. 
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This — fBAth in the Son of God — is the believing in 
Him, and it amounts at large to taking Him as our 
Lord and Saviour, submitting ourselves to Him, and 
therefore loving Him, so as to keep His command- 
ments. It is not a faith which may be thought of as 
working like some charm, which works in spite of the 
mind and disposition of the man on whom the work is 
done; but a true, living, and justifying feith — a fisdtb 
in Christ as a Divine Person. This, I believe, is its 
diief mark. For you see it is not, '* Whosoever be- 
lieveth this or that about Christ," but "Whosoever 
believeth in Him." Now, without caring too much 
about mere words, we can most easily see, that these 
two are not, and cannot be, quite the same thing. 
Let us just apply this to our own confession of faith 
which we are continually making in the Apostles* 
Creed Then, I say that if a Christian man, standing 
up in church to repeat these words, only means, that 
here is a string of propositions to which he assents as 
true, and no more, he falls very far short of a true 
Christian faith. It is all well with him as far as he 
goes ; his fault is, that he stops short upon his way. 
The repeating of the Creed ought to be the expression 
in words of that which day by day is treasured in the 
man's very heart — ^the setting forth in forms of human 
speech of that which is far above speech, which passeth 
all understanding, and is ever spiritually discerned by 
the man's own spiritual powers, informed and moved 
ifj- the Holy Ghost the Sanctifier. Tbia la be^a^m^ m 



31 

Christ, as set off and distingttished from belieying this 
or that to be true or false concerning Him. This has to 
do with our Tery life in Him, and its solemn issues,-^ 
the other might be taken . up and laid down, very much 
as an ingenious puzzle. 

And the fruit of this true faith in the personal Son 
of God, the Only-begotten of the Eternal Father, and 
yet our Elder Brother too — a faith wrought out into 
fulness by our submitting ourselves to Him and walk- 
ing in His law of love — ^is this, that whosoever thus 
believeth '^ shall not perish, but have everlasting life." 
Here then is the point which personally concerns each 
one of us most of all. For this is the plain, practical 
ground on which the whole matter rests for us. Here 
are the issues of our life, our labour, and pains, which 
day by day we spend in following the objects of our 
desires. Here, then, is an object which we should all 
desire, a peril from which we should one and all flee 
as for our very lives, — should flee as men do from a 
burning house, or from a devouring pestilence, when 
a panic terror has stricken them, and escape at any 
cost is the one thought uppermost in their minds. 
Whosoever, — ^be he who or what he may, high or low, 
rich or poor, scholar or no scholar, — " whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him, shall not perish." Will they then, or 
do they perish, without the faith of Christ? I say 
they do perish; and herein is ground enough for the 
present, for warning, rebuke, and instructiou \xl x^^s^p^ 
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eotlsnesa. But then, some may answer, we do liot see 
tliat hell-fire of which we are told, yet raging around 
them ; '* they mil perish," say thus, not " they do 
perish." Yet I repeat that men out of Christ, who are 
not living members of His body, striving against sin, 
and sanctified by His Spirit, are really perishing even 
now. They are so, if "perishing" means "dying.'* 
What then is a perishing human soul but one which 
draws nearer and ever nearer to spiritual death, or 
even now walks in its dark shadow ? Or if to perish 
means (as I believe it more truly does mean) to sufer 
lo88y yet the samething is true. Do they lose nothing 
who possess not Christ the Lord? in whose hearts 
there is no throne for Him ? who, when He stands at 
their door and knocks, will not rise and let Him in, 
because, forsooth, it is only a stranger who stands 
without ? Oh yes, my brethren, all too much a stranger 
to such as they. The same stranger, nevertheless, who 
walked, now eighteen centuries ago, by the Lake of 
Galilee ; who had not where, upon a time, to lay Hif 
weary head ; and who, to save the souls, the poor, silly 
mistaken souls, that shut Him out, and will not heai 
His loving call, nor answer to His knock, when He 
cometh to their door, — to save them, mark you, was 
well content, as a stranger too, to tread the way of 
sorrows up the steep of Calvary, yea, and to shed that 
most precious blood, each drop of it a jewel, richer 
&x than ever shone in kingly crown ! And is it no 
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exceeding loss to rest beneath the very shadow of 
Christ's cross, to be within call of His loving voice, and 
yet never to gather fruit from that Tree of life divine, 
nor hearken in heart submission and lowly reverence 
to that tender call % But hearken to that voice I Lay 
hold on Christ ! Beceive Him into your hearts, my 
brethren I Seek Him where He is to be found ! Let 
Him walk with you as with the disciples on their way 
to Emmaus4 Let Him meet you on the mountain- 
top ! Let Him be your guide, companion, and &miliar 
friend ! Let Him be the light of your life, the energy 
of your devotion ; seek Him in penitence and faith, 
in all His means of grace, sacraments, ordinances, 
holy teachings from His word. Do these things, and 
I will promise you on the word of an honest man, yes, 
of as many thousands of honest. God-fearing men, as 
you like to name out of that " great multitude whom 
no man can number," that by this living faith in 
Christ, with His Father, and the Spirit of His grace. 
Three, yet altogether One, you will enjoy in your very 
souls continual supplies of that life which is alone 
eternal, true, divine ; grace, love, joy and peace in 
believing will flow to you as from a fountain, ever 
fresh and ever new. Are you passing through the vale 
of Baca, where pools are few and water scarce % Be- 
hold, as you draw near, it changes to a ,well, and the 
pools are filled, as from invisible springs of living 
water. Such is the power of the true £Eiith of Christ, 

c 
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livings working; bearing fruits of peace and love, in 
any human heart which God has touched. And every 
soul of you, my brethren, in this Church to-day, which 
has thus been taught of God, well knows it t 

And those who know nothing about it, to whose ears 
never so much as a whisper of true deep conviction 
has come; who have been baptized into Christ, but 
have &iled to know Him as He has been pleased to 
manifest Himself, — what shall I say to them ? If you, 
my erring brethren in Christ, were in danger of utter 
starvation through want of food, would you not be only 
too glad to receive that food as a free gift 1 Would 
you not count yourselves happy in the possession of it 1 
And here is spiritual food — contentment for your souls, 
eternal life, entire refreshment — ^freely oflFered you. 
True, you may be as dead, as lost to these great 
blessings, as one bom blind to the glories of day, or the 
radiant beauty of a moonlit night. But there is One» 
the " strong Son of God," who can open your eyes to 
behold the glories of His kingdom, and of His Father's 
house, who can bring you from darkness to light, 
and make you entirely children of the light, and of the 
day. Would you not perish? Would you not lose 
that which ten thousand flaming suns, or millions of 
worlds, with all their treasures, would not avail to buy ? 
Then believe ! Kepent ! Pray God to give you that 
true faith which will reveal Christ the Son of God to 
your souls, yea, which will reveal Him in you as the 
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hope of glory ! Which will show you (if but dimly) 
how full, how rich, how entire, is that life of any 
human soul which is hidden with Christ in God 1 how 
precious His new name, how satisfying communion 
with Him and with His Father in the Holy Ghost I 
These are blessings which will outlive the fleeting joys 
of life, and time, and sense. Eye hath not seen them, 
ear hath not heard them; but they are revealed to 
faithful hearts by the Spirit of our God. And faithful 
men as by that same Spirit, '' beholding, as in a glass, 
the glory of the Lord," are changed "from glory to 
glory ;" till from the first faint rudiments of the work 
of grace in their souls, there has sprung up in them a 
life which is eternal, a character which is heavenly, a 
fulness from Him who filleth all in all. 
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SEHMON III. 



1 TiMOTHT I. 16. 

'' This is a faithful saying, and worthy of aU o/CceptaHon, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to sa/ve svimers.** 

We all attach great weight to the word of a man. whom 
we trust as being honest and meaning what he says. 
We give him our credit. Statements most extraor- 
dinary coming from his mouth are readily believed by 
usy because we think, nay, are sure, that he would not 
wilfully deceive us. Has he come from foreign lands 1 
Does he tell us of the many wonders which he has seen 
upon his travels 1 " Well," we say with ourselves, ** we 
know he is honest, he would not tell us what is Mse ; 
he has seen and heard for himself, and so we will 
believe him, although his experience is so unlike our 
own, and he tells us what we would have thought 
impossible, or would have treated as some idle tale, 
had many another whom we might name told it us.'* 

Now here in our text, my brethren, we have such 
an honest man relating his own experience, telling his 
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story, and that for the benefit of all who will listen 
and make it their own by laying it to heart. May 
we^ before we leave these holy walls this day, have 
hearkened and have laid to heart, may we have leaiiit 
and inwardly digested, this great truth here set forth 
for us by St. Paul, the apostle and martyr of Jesus 
Christ. 

This, he tells us, is a &ithful saying, and worthy to 
be received of all men, these few words, ** Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners." Is there then, 
such a power, such a moral force, in words 1 Who will 
deny it on the broadest ground of human experience ? 
Have not two or three words, some short passing 
sentence, ended in a breath, now and again lived on 
and been handed from mouth to mouth, as something 
worthy and fisdthful too ; worthy, as we say, of being 
written in letters of gold 1 For instance— ^who hsis not 
heard of that order of the day signalled forth firom his 
ship by our own great Admiral Nelson, on the eve of 
that battle in which he died and overcame, ^ England 
expects every man to do his duty"? Who will deny 
that the sight of that signal, the consciousness which 
the words of it wrought in many an English breast that 
day, helped as a great means to victory ) Such is the 
power of a few honest, hearty words, from one whom 
men trust, and whom they regard with respect and 
reverence. And to-day, my brethren, it is Paul, the 
Apostle of Christ,, a commanding spirit in thd QSKfiL"^ <^^ 
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our Great Captain, who speaks to you, the Lord's sworn 
soldiers— who would utter a watchword, who would 
give a word of command to the host, that they may 
be inspired with fresh vigour, and nerved anew to the 
encoimter. Let not his inspired words — words which 
the Holy Spirit taught him, and yet, I doubt not, the 
very deepest conviction of his own inmost soul too — 
&11 dead and flat upon your ears, like some passing 
compliment, which you know is empty and a mere 
thing of course ! 

His very history will show you how exceeding £edth- 
ful, how well worthy of his own acceptation, he esteemed 
the word of salvation through Christ. You will not 
forget how much he gave up; how he counted all thinga 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus his Lord; how, to win Christ, and be found in 
Him, he was ready and wpling to lose all besides* 
And what greater witness, what more forcible argument, 
do you or I need than this) Here was a noted 
Pharisee — one who profited greatly in that profession 
— ^held a religious position among his own people, in 
which he would often and over again be envied or 
admired. All this he gave up freely for Christ's sake. 
He was set in trust too with power and authority from 
the chief priests to persecute the followers of Jesus ; 
and yet, much as men value these things, he laid them 
down, and thus became humanly weak, that in Christ 
the Lord he might be made spiritually strong. 
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It is nothing hard, it makes little demand upon our 
self-denial, when we are asked to support a prosperous 
cause, to lend a hand to that which all admire, to 
throw the weight of our influence into the already 
loaded scale, to swell the ranks of a procession which 
multitudes applaud, to receive the praise of men 
arising, like incense, to our ears, as we march on a 
triumphal road. This is an easy thing. But it is not 
easy to join the ranks when an army is fighting against 
fearful odds, to become a fool in the eyes of men for 
truth. This is hard indeed; all must feel it, all know 
it. And herein we have a proof of St. Paul's perfect 
honesty and truthfulness of purpose. Mark this well, 
for here I make no claim upon your faith. I do not 
seek to lead you by a path that is hard or rough, I 
only ask you to believe the word of a man who has 
proved himself worthy of your credit, relating his own 
experience in spiritual things. 

He would tell you, that here is a Word of God which 
he has found feithful and true, — so worthy of his own 
acceptance, so precious ta his own soul, that he can go 
forth into the heathen world, taking his life in his 
hand, exposed here to Jewish intolerance, there to the 
fury of a mob, again to philosophical indifference at 
Athens, and again to the worldly carelessness of a 
GralUo. He can go forth, I say, thus, bearing this 
message from Jerusalem to Greece, from Greece to 
Borne, from Bome to the ''farthest bounds of the 
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West.'* He can face all the hatred, all the derision, 
all the ill-names, " fool," and so forth, which uncon- 
verted men may heap upon him. This saying is faith- 
ful, and so is he. Whether men know it or not, how- 
ever they may stop their ears when he, the preacher of 
Christ, is speaking, he brings them herein the announce- 
ment of a treasure worth having — ^better worth having 
than pearls of great price — the finit, as it is, of the 
blood, the suffering, the death and resurrection, of 
God's Incarnate Son. 

True it is, that Christ crucified and risen again — 
that which filled his soul with adoring love, — that 
which roused in him the deepest resolves, — that which 
nerved him to labour earnestly, as few beside have 
ever laboured, — ^that which upheld him in his trials, 
was strength to him in weakness. That great truth, 
revealed to him from heaven, was to the Jew a 
stumbling-block, because it baulked him of his selfish, 
worldly hopes of empire ; and to the Greek, taught in 
the "wisdom of this world," unsanctified by that higher 
wisdom which had confirmed all in it that was true, 
and purged out all that was false, this great truth was 
foolishness. Was it a thing worthy of belief, that a 
crucified man should be Lord of all, and the deliverer 
of mankind ? That pierced hands should hold a uni- 
versal sceptre ? " Yes," says St. Paul, the honest man, 
** the saying is worthy — worth the universe to me-— and 
^thf ul, for I have found it so ; T, the chief of sinners, 
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who persecuted the Church of God, and ' am what I 
am • by the grace of Grod ! " Be sure, my brethren, that 
this Apostle of ours meant what he said, and speaks 
here the words of truth and soberness. Let us then, 
dear brethren, make up our minds to this ; let us, as 
God shall Himself enable us, so regard this great truth, 
as that it may be a very medicine to heal our soul's 
sickness, a consolation ministered from the Great Con- 
soler of men, a ray shining upon us from the world's 
True Light. 

Here, then, is the great main truth of our present 
consideration, Chkist Jesus came into the world to 
SAVE SINNERS. He, the Son of God, one with His 
Father, emptied Himself of His glory. He abhorred 
not the Virgin's womb ; was born into this world of 
pain and sin ; was a sinless partaker of our very human 
nature ; thus, as a man, one of us, — our Elder Brother. 
He came among us^ took human conditions, was 
hungry in the wilderness, thirsty on the mountain side, 
a wanderer erewhile, and homeless in this world which 
He had made. He suffered poverty, shame, contempt, 
wicked, spiteful, cruel treatment, death itself in a 
most fearful form, all for the sake of sinners ! It might 
be, as if from His Father's house on high, from His 
co-equal, co-eternal throne of majesty, where cherubim 
and seraphim, angels and archangels, worshipped Him 
without ceasing. He had looked upon this little 
world of ours, this mere comer of His ^e&t ^m^^^x;^^^ 



42 

— ^had seen His creature man (made by Him a little 
lower than His angels, and crowned with dominion 
over His own works) lost in the mazes of sin, falling 
very &r short of the true end of his being, — " to glorify 
God, and enjoy Him for ever." And then Almighty 
love — the love of Him who is the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever — moved Him to go forth into the 
world which He had made, to call these wanderers 
home, to bring the lost sheep, even as a shepherd 
brings them, '^ on his shoulders rejoicing." And as the 
" Good Shepherd," He was well content to bear all the 
roughness and peril of the way. Freely He exposed 
Himself to danger and to death, if only He might bring 
back these His erring sheep to His one true fold of 
peace. 

And now, my brother, this concerns you. If He 
came to save sinners, He came to save ycm. If He 
looked from a&r upon His wandering sheep, and His 
heart of immortal love yearned over them^ He looked, 
be sure, on you. You were the object of His love and 
pity, for you are a sinner as truly as you are a man, 
a child of Adam's race, bom of him, a partaker of his 
nature, and more, by natural inheritance, of his very 
sin. You cannot, if you know yourself you would not 
even dare, to hold yourself excused, or to draw a line 
between yourself and others, as if you would say to 
them, ''Stand by, for I am holier than you ! Come 
not near me ; keep your distance far from mel"* 
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Ton were bom in sin, my brother, a child of wrath, 
pf passion, and unrest. The leaven began to work in 
you £roni your earliest days. There was a law in your 
members warring against the law of your better mind, 
bringing you into captivity; and even when often and 
over again you willed to do good, evil was present with 
you. Tour ancient foes — ^world, flesh, and devil — have 
been always watching you, lying in wait for you, 
drawing you into sin, sometimes great, glaring, pre- 
sumptuous sin, done with high hand, in the very face 
of Heaven's majesty. And even your regeneration, 
your new birth in Christ, your being made a child of 
grace and of God's own covenant, did not entirely set 
you free ; it did not break from oflf you every link of 
sin's hateful chain. You were, indeed, armed for the 
battle, numbered in the Lord's host, but could not 
promise yourself the last and perfect victory until your 
life-long day of travail should be over. And God 
knows, my brother, as He reads your heart, as He 
marks the sources whence your aims and intentions 
spring ; God knows, I say, how you have borne your- 
self since the day that named you His ! 

It may be you have striven manfully hand to hand 
with your foes, brought to your knees at times, often 
well-nigh Mling, but never beaten from the field. Or 
it may be that sin, death, the devil, have again claimed 
you as their own, and riveted their chains upon you 
fester than before. 



44 

Either way the word is true for you^ and fiiithftil as 
tarue, — "Christ Jesus came into the world," He abideth 
an Eternal Priest, to save you from your sins. It is 
tme for you, my brother, for you who are svmh in sin 
(if haply such an one hearkens to my words this day). 
Listen while I tell you how you have sold yourself to 
be the poor slave of sin. I care not what sin, or how 
many. If you are even now, in heart and will, giving 
yourself up to any sin, to any treason against Qod, 
living in it, rejoicing in it, following it, caring more 
for it than for God's blessed will, my words are for 
you. And I must tell you that there is one who can 
save you from that sin. But, perhaps, my brother, 
you will answer me in your heart, saying, **Sin is 
sweet ; I will go on in sin because I love it, or because I 
don't care to rid myself of it." What ! if one were to 
give you a poisoned cup of sweets, would you be willing 
to drink it upf Nay, verily, because pain, perhaps 
death, would follow to your mortal body, to that part 
of you which is least yourself, which has nothing fixed 
about it but its shape, and which one day will be a 
mass of rottenness — ^for the sake of this, you will be 
careful, jealous of yourself ; but when your soul is in 
question, your real self, that in you which cannot die, 
then you are ready, too ready, to take poison because 
it is sweet. And sin is poison. Trust me for that, my 
brother. I know that it is often sweet, but it is like 
the wine in the cup which " moveth itself aright," but 
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whiohi taken to excess, '' biteth " at last '' like a ser- 
pent," and " stingeth like an adder." And so with sin — 
a man's choosing his own will instead of God's wilL 
Trust it not ! It is all hollow, all a sham ! It may be 
pleasant to-day, but you will rue it to-morrow. It 
may be sweet to your taste now, but there will be 
nothing but bitterness on your palate before long. 

Well, then, my brother, you will surely do well to 
flee from this danger. You may, indeed, be walking in 
a broad way where is much company, many delights; 
but what if the end be destruction^ — ^your own ruin 1 
Will you not turn? will you not leave your sins behind 
you, casting them all down at the very foot of Christ's 
Cross, where you may be well rid of them at once and 
for ever 1 Oh 1 1 pray you, as you love yourself, as you 
have within you oue spark of manly, generous feeling, 
as you would scorn to do a mean, dishonourable act did 
you know it ; lay this to heart, that Christ Jesus is 
manifested even now to you, that you may escape from 
sin and be saved ! Hear how lovingly He calls you in 
His word of peace, — " Come unto Me, and I will refresh 
you." In faith you may look unto Him, may see Him 
hanging on His cross of pain, bleeding, dying, all for 
you — for you His enemy, for you His poor wandering 
sheep. Hear ! He calls you. His arms are stretched 
out wide to enfold you ; His pitying eye and tender 
gaze of love are fixed on you. Those drops of blood, 
richer than rubies, are the ransom of your aoul I i^<L 
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can you, dare you, for very shame, pass Him by 1 Look 
and see if there be any sorrow like unto His sorrow. 
Yet it is sorrow borne for you. Make it your own by a 
living faith, and aU this is yours. And the fruit of it 
ts no less than the complete salvation of your whole 
nature — ^body, soul, and spirit — in the day of the Lord. 
Christ will redeem you not only from the curse of the 
law, but from all in you which is low, selfish, earthly. 
His grace will avail to raise you above your own weak- 
ness, making you strong in Him, yea, and through Him 
there will come upon you in rich abundance all the 
glorious blessings of His kingdom With Him you shall 
reign as a king over self and the world ; with Him you 
shall minister before God, the Eternal Father, His and 
yours, in a spiritual priesthood, offering your prayers 
and yourself as a reasonable, holy sacrifice, a sweet- 
smelling savour. Pardon, too, and peace shall be yours, 
when you have taken up once more your rights as a 
citizen of the heavenly kingdom ; when you have once 
again (as already in your baptism) broken with sin 
have bid Satan begone, and turned your back in earnest 
zeal upon the world of evil-minded men. 

And believe me, — ^believe St, Paul, who went as one 
may say through fire and water for the sake of them,— 
these blessings are better worth your having, better 
worth your labour and pains, than all which this world, 
with all its stores of riches, can give you. Having 
Christ, you have all. Without Him, unblessed by Him, 
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knowing not Him with His Father in His Spirit, jou 
are, you must be, poor indeed. 

And now I must speak a word to those of you, my 
brethren, who are not thus lending yourselves wilfully 
to sin, liviug and walking in it, unrenewed, as far as can 
be seen, by the ever-working Spirit. I speak to you 
who feel that in Christ you have a work and a calling, 
who are in conscious daily enjoyment of the privileges 
of His heavenly kingdom, who, in finding Christ, have 
found the desire of your souls, the light of your daily 
lives, a living present Saviour, whom you know and 
love, who is, and shall be. Himself your exceeding great 
reward. 

For you, my brethren, who are not thus habitual 
wilful sinners, there is a truth in this, — that Christ 
Jesus came to save. The work of salvation in a soul is, 
as a rule, like God*s works in nature, a growth, a pro* 
gress, — ^' first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn 
in the ear." A victory at length when the fight is won, 
not before. Foes that are deadly in their malice, subtle 
in their plans of mischief, lie all around us on our life- 
long journey. Day by day we walk on the brink of pit- 
%lls. Thinking we stand, we should yet take earnest 
heed lest we fall from grace, and from our steadfastness 
in Christ. Christ the ^Saviour of sinners should be ever 
present to our spiritual gaze. Think not, my dear 
brethren, that His love grows cold, or that He would 
deal with us like some selfish and capricious man, — 
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would give us one chance, perhaps a second or a third, 
but would then shut the door upon us^ and give no 
more place for repentance or amendment of life. Christ 
Jesus is ''the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 
We may change, but He changes not. We may, indeed, 
wander from Him, may in waywardness or wilfulness 
leave His fold of safety, but He is the same good 
Shepherd who gave His life for His sheep, and would, 
I doubt not, give it freely, if need were, again to save 
them. But what He has already done avails to the 
uttermost of our spiritual needs. In Him we have ri<^ 
and abundant stores of grace laid up for every want. 
What more could we desire 1 Have we not pardon and 
peace through Him 1 Have we not His own most Holy 
Spirit abiding with us, guiding, restraining, warning, 
teaching, interceding 1 It only remains, then, for us to 
take heed more earnestly, more continually, lest we fall 
short of the blessings which are ours in Christ Jesus, the 
Saviour of sinners. 

And thus continual repentance, continual forsaking of 
sin, should be a part of our daily Christian discipline. 
And there are times when this truth will come before 
us with greater force and weight than at other times. 
When we are fitting on the marriage garment before 
taking our places at the Lord's table, where He meets 
us in His sacrament of love, when we join in that eu- 
charistic feast, and receive His blessed body and precious 
blood as our spiritual food and sustenance^ then let us 
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look unto Him as the Saviour of sinners, of whom we 
will then I think, with St. Paul, in holy zeal, confess 
ourselves chief, — chief, I say, — ^hecause our sins gather 
a darker hue, and are more daring treasons against our 
King, more deadly insults to our Father, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier, than are the sins of those who walk in 
darkness and stumble, because, poor souls, the darkness 
blinds them. 

But on us the true light shines. Woe unto us, then, 
if it shine only to discover our litter shame and naked- 
ness ! Woe unto us if, having received enlightenment 
from on high, we choose darkness, and love to walk in 
it ! Woe unto us if, by wilful, deadly sin, we crucify 
our Lord afresh, and put Him to an open shame ! 
Woe unto us, if worldly men, who love Him not, can 
truly point out as in scorn, and say, '* See what a 
Christian is by this sample of the race !" Dear 
. brethren, this is our continual need — to keep our gar- 
ments les.t they be defiled, and when we fall into sin, 
and defilement comes upon us, then in hearty sorrow, 
with good purpose of amendment, to return to our God 
and Father, in Christ's name, pleading His merits, sub- 
mitting ourselves anew to our Father's good will for us. 

And now, dear brethren in Christ Jesus the Lord, 
all you on whom His mark is traced, who are called by 
His sacred name, bound to His love and service, for 
whom His most precious blood, the "blood of endless 
charity," was freely shed ; behold how this saying is 
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faithful for each of you, worthy of aoceptation by every 
one of you. Faithful, for it is the promise of Him with 
whom is '' no variableness, nor shadow of turning," who 
is no weak man, that He should repent or belie Him- 
self Worthy to be received, for its value is untold ; 
Ood our Father, in whose house are many mansions pre- 
pared for those that love Him, has in store for them joys 
tmspeakable, and full of glory. Make your choice then, 
brethren. Choose Christ, not once and again, but for ever ! 
And so you will never repent your choice. For here 
is never-fidling joy ; here the river whose waters make 
glad the city of €k>d ; here the Tree of life, whose leaves 
are for the healing of nations ; here the Well of waters 
springing up into eternal life in all true &ithful souls. 

And shall Christ Jesus have come into the world, 
shall He have lived and died, yea, have risen again, and 
be interceding even now, for you, — all in vain ? Perish 
the thought, if ye be men with hearts to feel and heads 
to understand His great loving-kindness ! And, I pray 
you well, be not like those of old, who on one day went 
forth with joy to meet Christ, and welcome Him as 
their king, and on another day cried out, ^^ Crucify 
Him, crucify Him!" Beceive Him as your companion 
and closest friend, embrace His o£fera, make Him your 
own by a living &ith, and then you will come to 
know, in a way beyond the power of words to tell, how 
Christ Jesus came into the world, how He liveth for 
evermore as the *^ Saviour of sinners !'' 



SERMON IV. 



1 Jomr XL 1, 2. 

" If aavy man am, we luwe am. advocate mOi the PaJSur, Jeaua 
Christ the Bighteoits, and He m the propitiation for ov/r iina.** 

Saint John is here writing a pastoral epistle to the 
Church. He is speaking to his 'kittle childreD," to 
those who have laid hold on the hope set before them 
in Christ's Gospel, and over whom he, as the Lord's 
own messenger and minister, holds the place of a 
&ther in God. He does not here address the great 
world of men, yet strangers to the covenant of pro- 
mise. This word is for the baptized of Christ, for the 
members of God's &mily on earth, one with His &mily 
in heaven, who are all named of Him, who are His 
children because they have been made partakers of 
Christ. 

These words of his then ought to be very precious 
to ourselves as Christian people, called to be saints, 
instructed in the knowledge oi Cao^ «xAdl"^!^'^^soL^ 
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brought up amid all the blessed influences and holy 
teachings which are evermore at work in that one body 
wherein the Holy Spirit dwells as in a temple. They 
go at once to the very root of one of our deepest 
spiritual needs, they are given to enlighten our dark- 
ness, to enrich our poverty, to give our souls health 
and joy for sickness and despair. 

And it will make no small difference to us, whether 
we are enabled or not to make the knowledge of such 
a truth as this one of the great sustaining powers of 
our spiritual life. May the all-enlightening Spirit of 
our God so enable us, now and here, to look upon this 
truth, that we may indeed know the power of Christ 
the Lord as (mr advocate and propitiation. 

^< Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,*' 
— this is the sentence written on the very forefront of 
His Gospel. This was the message which a great mul- 
titude of preachers and missionaries counted themselves 
happy in carrying from land to land, proclaiming it to 
all mankind, sowing the seeds of eternal life, beseeching 
men to be reconciled to God, speaking as His ambas- 
sadors. And their labours have not been without fruit. 
There has arisen before the eyes of the world a great 
organization. A society of men, with all the arrange- 
ments necessary for government, work, and progress, 
known as the visible Church, as the body of men who 
by the very profession which they make, by the creeds 
which they repeat, by the prayers which they use, by 
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the laws which they acknowledge as just and good, are 
the followers of Christ the Lord. 

This society, or &mily, or body of men, has been a 
realized fact from the very first preaching of Christ's 
Gospel. When St. Peter stood forth, and so spake as to 
touch the hearts of his hearers, and led them to ask 
" what they should dol" his answer was, " Repent and 
be baptized every one of you, for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.'' 
They did so, and were received into that society of 
which baptism was the door of entrance. They conti- 
nued in a '^ doctrine and fellowship, in breaking of bread 
and in prayers," as the marks of their union with and 
in that society. Now we believe that these men, coming 
to Christian baptism in repentance and faith, did receive 
that remission of sins past which they desired. So &r, 
then, we have a very practical comment upon the 
great truth that Christ Jesus came to save men from 
their sins. Here, the very judgment which they would 
dread^ the forewamings and threatenings of a guilty 
conscience, were set aside, and a higher, holier truth 
brought to light : baptized into Christ, taking Him as 
their Saviour, in Him owning God as their merciful 
heavenly Father, the Holy Spirit as their enlightener, 
comforter, and guide, they '' put on Christ," and were 
'* found in Him," not having any righteousness or justi- 
fication which belonged to them out of Him, by nature, 
but that righteousness, justification^ and ataxLd\x^% is^ 
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God's Bight, which came to them from Himself by 
grace^ and of which their baptism into the holy name 
was at once the token and the means. 

And we might imagine that these men, thus con- 
verted, baptised, set in God*s &mily, instructed by 
apostles, with the Holy Spirit manifesting Himself 
among them by signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds, 
would go on their way rqjoicing in God ; so filled with 
His loye, so energized by His power, as to lead holy^ 
sinless lives, so that the " remission of sins " might be to 
them a &ct belonging to past history and experience, 
with no present daily meaning to their souls. 

But it only needs a small knowledge of what is in 
man by nature, a small experience of spiritual life, to 
b^ fully aware that sin, in some measure, would still 
''hold its own" even over these converted, regenerated 
men, convinced as they were by an apostle's preaching^ 
and manifesting a zeal for Grod, an honesty, an eam6St- 
ness in serving Him, which have never been surpassed 
before or since. And here, in this very Epistlci, we 
have St John speaking in a way which just confirms 
what I am now setting forth to you. '' If we say that 
we have no sin" — ^these are His words — ^''we deceive 
ourselveB, and the truth is not in us." He does not 
shut himself out of the account. For himself and all 
his brethren in Christy he makes this admisdon, and 
that not as a bare statement, but as owning that if this 
be true all who say otherwise are but deceivers at the 
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best, and have not the truth abiding in them. And 
this, I take it, is not simply as much as to say that 
such persons have a wrong-headed persuasion about 
themselves, that they are righteous and holy, while in 
fACt they are not so ; not this, but rather that one 
great element of a real spiritual life and energy is 
wanting in sudi men. 

This will appear when you consider that under the 
Gospel, the ^' ministration of the Spirit" as it is called, 
quite a new view of sin comes up in men's minds, or 
rather, let me say, in their hearts. Beneath the con- 
vincing power of God the Holy Ghost, sin becomes, and 
is known to be, *' exceeding sinful" The human con- 
science, enlightened by His sanctifying grace, becomes 
more acquainted with the dark reality of sin, sees it, 
knows it, &r more in the depth and aggravation of its 
guilt But man without the Gk)spel, or man on whom 
the Gospel as a saving medicine has failed to do its 
entire work, has little or nothing of this sense of sin. 
Let sudi an one be only decent, moral, and honest in 
his behaviour, guiding his words with reasonable dis- 
cretion, and keeping himself jealously from all on which 
human society has set its mark of displeasure, and he 
will count himself not only blameless, but very praise- 
worthy. He knows nothing of that deeper spiritual 
experience, that conflict with an indwelling power of 
evil, which marks the life of a Christian indeed, who 
serves God truly from his heart. And when such ah 
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one stands up and calls himself a blameless man, it ia 
only because the truth is not in him. He is blind in 
spirit^ blind to some of the greatest realities of the 
world unseen. 

And this, I fear, is only too true of many a baptized 
Christian in this our own land. In &r too many of 
us there is abundance of profession, perhaps some very 
decided set of opinions about our neighbours, judgment 
of them and of their motives, their intentions and 
doings, while there is too little of that true judgment 
of self which Would be so much better for us. We thus 
know all too little the force of these woirds, " If any 
man sin." It seems, I fear, to not a few, as if they 
could go up into God*8 temple with that Pharisee and 
say, '' God, I thank Thee that I am not as other men. 
Let ih,€m accuse themselves of many and divers sins, I 
am all pure and good ; or, at any rate, so pure and good, 
that when all due allowance is made for my weakness, 
there is really nothing of any consequence in the account 
agamst me." But thoughts such as these, my dear 
brethren, can only come of a very poor view of what 
life and sin really are. The man who can speak thu% 
who has no righteousness of dealing with himself ex- 
ceeding that of Scribes and Pharisees, must have very 
low thoughts of what is meant by a saint, or a saintly 
life inwrought by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

It is one- great glory of God's working in His Church 
that He brings about a salvation from sin, not merely 
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from the penalty of sin. By the might of the Holy 
Spirit a work is done whereby stronger and stronger 
light is poured into the soul on whom that work of 
grace is being accomplished. The soul is found in the 
darkness of nature, in a state of '* chaos," like the old 
shapeless world before the creation, until here as then 
the Spirit of God moves upon the face of it, and 
gradually perfect beauty and order come out and shine 
forth in it. Thus a new creation, crowned and perfected, 
is realized at length. Or, to put the metaphor in another 
form, "The path of the just " (the progress, that is, of 
the soul on whom God's work is being done) " is as the 
shining light, which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day." Twilight comes first, then the early dawn, 
and last the sun climbing to his meridian height at noon. 
And thus it is that sin is seen in a new light ; the 
brighter^ the stronger the source of light in nature, the 
deeper are the shadows thrown by it. And thus, as 
the conscience and the entire soul and spirit of a man 
are more and more enlightened and purified, sin is seen 
more as sin ; repentance is deepened ; the great realities 
of the spiritual order of things, good and evil, sin and 
holiness, stand out more clearly and distinctly, until we 
find it true, strange paradox as it seems, that they who 
most of all pray God from the depth of their hearts 
to have mercy upon them as *' miserable sinners," are 
yet the very persons who have in them enough of love 
and of humility to content half a dozen ordinary men, 
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of whom we could say, and justly, that they are most of 
all endowed with heavenly graoea at the hand of Grod. 

And this comes of the truer, deeper knowledge of 
God to which such good Christians have attained. 
The natural man, who cannot know the things of God 
because they are spiritually discerned, is lacking just in 
this very thing. He may have some sort of notion 
about a Divine Being, of a Fate, or a Creator of the 
Universe ; but he knows not the ^* God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.** Here the darkness of his 
soul blinds him. But with the spiritually-minded man, 
whose eyes have been purged by the great Physician of 
souls, it is &r otherwise. '^ Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost," is a name of love as well as of power-<-almighty, 
immortal love ; of grace blotting out sins, abounding 
above the measure of sin. And this is God's name as 
revealed to the spiritually-minded man. And it makes 
the difference '' of a whole heaven " whether the God 
to whom a human soul looks up, be acknowledged 
as a Maker only, or confessed as the great Almighty 
Father, owned as a Fate, or received as the only- 
begotten Son, our Mder Brother ; worshipped as eternal 
law, or embraced as a life«giving, energizing Spirit of 
grace and holiness, love and power. This, too (and 
mark it well as the point to which I now desire to 
draw your attention), while it makes all the Gospel 
privileges very real and very good, also makes sin the 
darker^ deeper, and more exceeding evlL And so the 
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Hying, earnest Christian soul needs a deliverance and a 
deliverer from sin, not once, but often, as a continual 
necessity. 

It is no vain form of words which we use, when we 
make confession of sins a constant work in our public 
services ; a very solemn work when we come to the 
Lord's table to receive our spiritual food and suste* 
nance ; a most important and healthful work when God 
has laid His afflicting hand on us, and has placed us on 
a couch of pain and suffering. Believe me, the sancti- 
fied man, on whom the Holy Spirit of God is doing 
His work with power, will feel thi& He will not feel 
that he is joining in a ''decent ceremony" when he 
adds his own suffrage to the solemn prayer, — ''Oh 
Holy, Blessed, and Glorious Trinity, Three Persons and 
one God, have mercy upon us miserable sinners." 

And herein the same deliverance and the one 
deliverer that have served him once, must serve him 
constantly. If he was brought to Christ as an infant, 
or came to Him as a person of full age^ in Holy 
Baptism, that in Him he might receive the blessing of 
adoption into God's &mily, he must now be ready and 
willing to use the privilege which is his own as a 
member of that fiunily. He has now for an advocate 
the same Saviour into whose name he was baptized. 

Now let us consider what sort of notion we may 
gather from thinking of Christ as our ^^ Advocate,^ 
Now you know that when any person is brought before 
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a court of justice to answer for some crime that he has 
committed^ or rather is supposed to have committed, 
he stands in need of some person skilled in the law 
to plead his cause, who may put it in the best light, so 
as to secure from the court a judgment in favour of the 
accused. And there are certain necessary relations as 
between this man learned in the law and the person 
whose cause he undertakes. He, the advocate, on be- 
half of that person, in his name, sets himself to plead 
his cause and establish his righteousness. And the 
person in question — ^the client, as he is called — ^is ex- 
pected in return to place himself trustingly and faith- 
fully in his advocate's hands, letting him manage the 
business according ±o his own mind and judgment. 
This is the notion as presented to coirselves at the 
present day; and it suffices to illustrate the relation 
between a believer and his Lord Jesus Christ. He 
undertakes for us, appears in the presence of God on 
our behalf. It was for us and for our salvation that 
He came down from heaven at the first, for us He died, 
and for us He is interceding now. He is the daysman 
for whom Job longed when he felt himself, as a frail 
mortal man, &r from €k>d. God*s wrath, we know, is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness of men. It cannot be but that sin 
should separate man from God, should bring him as a 
guilty criminal before the Most High, his Maker and 
Preserver, but how much more to a Christian, his 
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Fathet*? For, mark you well here^ it is with the 
Father of our spirits that the Advocate pleads, not 
with a stem tyrant who will exact of us the uttermost 
farthing, whatever plea may be put as a bar between 
us and such a sentence. But Christ is the " Way, the 
Truth, and the Life/' In Him we have an audience before 
God, a right to lay hold on His promises and grace^ 
on forgiveness of sin, among the number. Christ Jesus 
is made to us, of God, righteousness, sanotification, and 
redemption. His ministry of reconciliation is an 
abiding ministry of grace ; if He died for our sins. He 
rose again no less for our justification. 

I will not pretend, my dear brethren, to explain in 
terms of logical order how all this comes to pass, how it 
is possible that " God should be just, and yet the justi- 
fier " of all believers. I find enough in God's revelation 
of His mind to assure me that such is the fisu^t, and 
to give me an intelligent hold upon the truth, such as 
a humap mind like my own, limited and shut in by 
time and space, may have; I ask no more — it may be 
very doubtful whether more would be good for me. I 
believe that our Father in heaven ^^hateth nothing 
which He has made," that His love compasses the 
universe, and yet at the same time, equally, that His 
wrath is revealed against all that is evil — that He is, 
and must be, evermore at war with it. And I, as a 
redeemed soul, to whom the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation has appeared, can feel that there is a part for 



62 

me in each of these truths ; I can believe that bpth of 
them can stand together, although my limited powers 
of vision cannot dearly make out all the uniting bond 
which joins them. 

But in Christ Jesus the Lord, I have presented to my 
(aiih Him in whom Grod and man are one, in whom 
my very nature is ^orified, taken into the Godhead. 
He is the head of a new and spiritual creation, the root 
in me of any righteousness which may be mine by any 
means, now or hereafter. As a son of Adam, a mem- 
ber of the human &mily in a state of nature, I am, I 
must be, &r from God. Ignorance and sin have cut me 
off from Him, and set a great gulf between us, which by 
my own power I can never pass so as to reach God, who 
alone is my portion and everlasting confidence. But in 
Christ I may become a partaker of the Divine nature, and 
that is what I really want, that the power of sin may be 
broken as well as its guilt purged away. And in both 
of these I can take Christ as my advocate with the 
Father. Repenting me truly of my former sins, having a 
lively and stead&st &ith in God's mercy through Christ, 
with a thankful remembrance of His death, being more- 
over in charity with my fellow-men, I then make full 
use of my advocate, and through Him do verily receive 
that pardon and grace which I so much need. 

And further, if "judging myself that I be not judged 
of the Lord," I should come to know a sense of God*s 
wrath abiding on me, because by my sins I have most 
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jugUj provoked that wrath against myself^ because 
those sins were my doing ; and if I do feel the need of 
'^ propitiation/' then I am taught m the Gospel that 
Christ Jesus the Righteous is Himself my propitiation. 
I see here another side of the great truth which abides 
in all its fulness in Christ knowing that God's wrath 
is revealed against sin^ how shall I, a sinner, escape that 
wrath % Shall I pay so much money or goods on this, 
behalf, or shall I give the fruit of my body for my 
soul's sin ? or shall I by years of pain and suQering 
make satisfisustion, and thus discharge my debt ? Not 
so. I have in Christ, the righteous one of God, my 
"Covenant Head," into whose name of power I was 
baptized, all I need. In Him and in His mighty work 
of love for me ; in His life of sorrow and weariness 
which He underwent for me ; in His death of pain and 
reproach, when He died for me ; in His burial, when 
He shared my tomb ; in His rising again from, death 
and the grave on my behalf; in His glorious ascension 
to the right hand of power to claim my kingdom ; in 
His prevailing intercession there for me, I have that 
which contents my soul, which His Spirit teaches me. 
I know by experience how frill, how rich, is His salva- 
tion. God forbid that I should need aught but Him 
for my propitiation ! Is He not the Righteous One, 
the well-beloved of His Father, in whom He is well 
pleased ? And so long as I am His by faith and re- 
pentance, so long, that is, as I cleave to Him^ and 
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forsake all in me and out of me that is not of Him, 
what shall separate me from His love ) Shall height 
or depth, or length or breadth 1 Nay, verily, for He 
is nearer to me, more a part of myself, who am one of 
His members, than any other. 

Let these be your thoughts and the breathings of 
your soul, my brother in Christ ; and I doubt not that 
in Jesus Christ the Bighteous you will find peace> 
pardon, and a sure resting-place, a '' refuge from the 
storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the 
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall" 



THE END. 
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